Antiwar heroes?

ermonters have taken to the streets, and two congressio-
nal offices, in the past two weeks to reinforce the message
they sent in November when they helped sweep a Demo-
cratic majority into Congress — end the war, now.

The Guardian has been steadfast in its opposition to the Iraq War
and the ongoing occupation of a country that did not attack us, nor
pose any direct, immediate threat to the United States.

We have also lent our voice to those who want to see an immediate
end to the occupation, and to begin the task of reparations and nation
building, rather than attempting to intercede in an ever-shifting civil
war.

As reported in this week’s issue, two different surveys find a ma-
jority of Iraqis want us out and do no longer believe our presence is a
positive force for change, or for their own betterment.

But, since when does Pres. George W. Bush listen to a mandate
from the people in his own country, let alone one that is thousands
of miles away?

Some of the most powerful voices for ending this occupation are
coming from those who served on the front lines — the veterans
themselves.

At a rally over the weekend, several Vermont veterans spoke to
hundreds gathered in front of City Hall in Burlington.

Their message was simple, and urgent: End the war, now. Not in
12 or 18 months, but now.

Perhaps because they have been there and can speak of the horrors
they experienced that they have are so focused and determined to end
the war. If only Congress, and some in the antiwar movement, had
their courage and conviction.

Former Army Sgt. Drew Cameron said cutting off funds for the
war would not damage morale.

“What is hurting the morale of the troops is two tours, three tours,
four tours, five tours — years and years away from their families and
communities. That’s what is destroying the morale of the troops,”
said Cameron. “Mr. Sanders, Mr. Leahy, Mr. Welch, if you are our
representatives, then represent us.”

Antiwar activists are lamenting that Vermont’s delegation, which
voted against the war in the first place, and fought against the presi-
dent’s “surge” of troops, didn’t simply cut off funds for the war. In es-
sence, they want a hero in Congress to single-handedly stop the war.

Given the close divisions of party, and power control, in the House
and the Senate there is not likely to be any one person, or even a
majority of people elected who will dramatically change the course
of the war.

But, those who believe the war should end now, rather than months
from now, already have heroes to fall behind, and they shouldn’t be
looking at a body of 535 people whose daily lives are centered around
compromise.

Think of it this way: The USA PATRIOT Act was passed in the
U.S. Senate with only one dissenting voice. One of the most far-
reaching bills to take away our civil rights got only one dissenting
voice, Sen. Russ Fiengold, D-WI.

Did he vote on principle? Sure, but the other 99 votes in favor
were out of political expediency, not principle. It was another case of
people voting for the “best” bill they could come up with and have
passed, not the best legislation for the country.

It’s this type of thinking that former Defense Secretary Donald
Rumseld employed when he said, “You go to war with the army you
have, not the one you want.”

The veterans who are speaking out about the war are the heroes
— more than 1,000 active duty soldiers and a growing chorus of now
former soldiers — understand this, and also know that speaking out
in the military is not something that will affect change.

Instead, they know it will take a larger and more sustained effort to
lend a voice to the true majority opinion in this country — one that
is in contrast to the Democratic bill in Congress, and the president’s
own plans.

“This bill won’t end the war — it’s up to us to end the war,” said
former Marine Cpl. Matt Howard.

And, he’s right.

So, the question is, will we, the people, lead the way out of this
war, or will we follow in hopes that someday someone might lead
us?

The choice is ours to make.
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Support employee
free choice

We are writing to urge ev-
eryone to support H. 353 — the
Vermont Employee Free Choice
Act (Vermont Guardian, March
22). This legislation would per-
mit Vermont state employees
to create their union through a
simple process of majority au-
thorization.

This would mean that when
the majority of employees at
a worksite sign authorization
cards, the Vermont Labor Re-
lations Board verifies the cards
and the workers are then able to
collectively bargain with their
employer. Should employees file
with more than 30 percent, but
less than a majority, the work-
ers can proceed to a certification
election, if they so choose.

Collective bargaining is the
best way for Vermont’s working
families to get ahead and ensure
a better future for our children.
Workers covered by collective
bargaining agreements are more
likely to have livable wages,
quality health care and secure
retirement than workers who do
not have that right.

This is fundamentally about
workers’ rights. Freedom of as-
sociation is assured by the First
Amendment to the U.S. Consti-
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tution. The right to organize and
bargain collectively is asserted
in the UN’s 1948 Declaration of
Human Rights. This right is ex-
plained in the UN’s International
Labor Organization Convention,
Freedom of Association and the
Right to Organize. It establishes
the right of all workers to form
and join organizations of their
own choosing without prior au-
thorization.

Unfortunately, it doesn’t
seem to matter what’s in the
Declaration of Human Rights or
the U.S. Constitution, because
there are no rights without orga-
nization. The reality is that the
National Labor Relations Board
has documented that more than
20,000 workers in this country
have been fired or victimized
trying to exercise their right to
form a union every year for the
past 10 years.

The Vermont Employee Free
Choice Act, like the Employee
Free Choice Act, just passed
by the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives (of which Rep. Peter
Welch, D-VT, was a co-spon-
sor), is a step in the right direc-
tion to restoring workers’ fun-
damental right of freedom of
association — an underpinning
of democracy.

The Washington-Orange-
Lamoille Labor Council strong-
ly supports H. 353. We urge oth-

ers to join us in supporting this

important piece of legislation.
Traven Leyshon, president,
Dave Van Deusen, secretary, K
Dunbar, treasurer; Paul Mon-
tague, vice president, and Dan
Brush, labor council political
director

What mission have
we accomplished?

It has been four years since
the Bush administration dragged
the United States into the war in
Iraq under false pretenses. Four
years of one shameful lie after
another. Four years of one hor-
rendous mistake after another.
Four years of one illegal cover-
up after another. And what has
been accomplished? Here’s a
partial list:

* More than 3,000 precious
young U.S. soldiers have died;

* More than 30,000 brave U.S.
soldiers have been wounded,
many horrifically maimed and
crippled;

* More than 100,000 Iraqi ci-
vilians have been killed;

* More than $400 billion has
been spent; and,

* More U.S.-hating terrorists
exist in the Middle East than be-
fore the war began.

No one wants to say that these
lives and dollars were wasted,
but I’'m having a difficult time

continued on next page
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TWO YEARS AGO...

I'M TIRED OF THIS FLEABAG
HOTEL, BLINKY! IT'S ABOUT TIME
WE SETTLED DOWN--AND BOUGHT

I HEARD A MAN ON TV
CISAY THE INTERESTING

|RA1'E IS VERY LOW!

LATER THAT WEEK...

of COURSE YOU'RE ELIGIBLE
FOR A SUBPRIME LOAN! ANYONE
15! No NEED FOR A DOWN PAY-
MENT! AND FOR THE FIRST TWO
YEARS, YOU'LL ONLY PAY INTEREST--
MAKING IT VERY AFFORDABLE
COUGH rFor two YEARS COUGH!
///////Illlll,...,
SORRY--T DON'T KNOW
ANYONE GULLIBLE
ENOUGH TO IMAGINE
THAT WoulD END WELL

continued from previous page

coming up with any real posi-
tive accomplishments.

Someone please tell me these
U.S. soldiers didn’t die and suf-
fer for nothing. Show me how
our children are any safer now
that tens of thousands of people
blame America for the deaths of
their loved ones. Explain to me
why this staggering debt we are
passing on to our children and
grandchildren was not simply
wasted.

I don’t want to hear vague
flag-waving generalities. Our
U.S. soldiers lives and limbs are
worth more than political rheto-
ric. Our children’s safety is far
more important than any cur-
rent politician’s reputation. Our
grandchildren’s economic well-
being is far more important than
satisfying corporate America’s
addiction to military spending.

Brave U.S. men and women
are fighting and dying in Iraq for
no clear reasons. Maimed veter-
ans are receiving substandard
health care. Iraqi civilians are
still being killed on a massive
scale. More than $200 million
dollars a day is being frittered
away.

How much longer can we let
this go on? At what point do we
as voters become complicit in
the deaths of our own troops and
innocent Iraqi citizens? When
do we take responsibility for the
flawed decisions and failed tac-
tics of our elected officials and

THE NEXT DAY...

I'M SORRY, SIR--BUT YOUR, AH,
DUBIOUS EMPLOYMENT STATUS AS
A PART-TIME CARTOON PENGUIN
HARDLY QUALIFIES YoU FOR A
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FIND A CO-SIGNER, OF COURSE.

MAYBE MY BOSS WILL
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HIM SIXTEEN YEARS
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by TOM TOMORROW

THAT AFTERNOON...

HA, HA! YOU WANT ME TO CO-SIGN
YOUR LOAN? ARE You KIDDING?
FOR ALL I KNOW, I MIGHT DECIDE
T0_WRITE YOU OUT OF THE STRIP
NEXT WEEK! AND THEN YoU'D
BE UNEMPLOYED AND I'D BE STUCK
MAKING YOUR PAYMENTS!

BUT Z'M A
DoG! WITH
NO CREDIT!

WOW! THANKS,

MISTER!
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TWo YEARS LATER...

OH NO! OUR MORTGAGE PAYMENT
JusT SKYROCKETED! IWE’RE GOING
T

THE FUNNY THING{P
i, You'd THINK |

I WOULD HAVE
ANTICIPATED THIS
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tell them enough is enough?
The time is now.
Karl Johnson
Monroe, NH

Stop the war on
marijuana

If the state of Vermont needs
$7 million to map groundwater
to secure our health (Vermont
Guardian, March 23), then they
can just repeal the state law that
makes marijuana illegal, stop
arresting people for mere mari-
juana possession, and save $10
to $40 million per year.

That is the amount currently
being spent on labor for officers
to arrest Vermonters, court time
and court expenses, jail, prison,
and probation supervision at the
rate of approximately 2,000 ar-
rests per year, and at the cost of
about $10,000 — $30,000. of
your tax dollars spent on each
Vermonter arrested for mere
marijuana possession.

No matter how you add it up,
if you simply repeal the state law
that makes marijuana posses-
sion illegal, and expect parents
to control and supervise their
own children (what a shocking
idea), then the only thing left
for the state to do is to figure out
how to spend all of the excess
taxpayer money left over after
they’ve only spent $7 million to
save our health and our lives by
mapping our ground water be-

ANOTHER LOA|
DEFAULT! I'

ToM ToMeRRW®2007... www.thismodernworld.com

fore Sparkletts Water Company,
or any other bottled water com-
pany from California, comes
here and takes it all away from
us!

If parents try to sue the state
for legalizing marijuana and
risking that their children may
get access to it, then the state
can sue the parents for negli-
gence for not watching their
own children.

Cris Ericson
Chester

We need facts
about radiation

Those of us in Vermont Yan-
kee’s Emergency Planning Zone
need to know more about low-
level radiation (Vermont Guard-
ian, March 16).

Helen Caldicott, M.D., in
her new book Nuclear Power Is
Not The Answer, states that all
nuclear reactors constantly emit
radioactive gases from aging
fuel rods. Two hundred differ-
ent isotopes could be in the mix.
Some are vented through holes
in the top of the reactor build-
ing or from steam generators.
Approximately 100 cubic feet
of radioactive gases are released
from condensers every hour. The
typical 1,000 megawatt nuclear
power plant (Vermont Yankee is
about half of this size) contains
an amount of long-lived radia-
tion equivalent to that released



by the explosion of 1,000 Hiro-
shima-sized bombs. The U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) permits older reactors up
to 22 purges of radioactive gases
into the atmosphere per year.

The NRC also allows fuel rods
to be retained in reactor cores for
6 instead of the previous three
years. It now allows a uranium
concentration of 4.5 percent in-
stead of the previous max of 3.5
percent. The longer a fuel assem-
bly’s zirconium cladding is sub-
jected to radiation, the greater
the likelihood of leakage into
the primary coolant. Any nuclear
reactor also produces radioac-
tive corrosion products (called
CRUD) which may also end up in
the primary coolant. Some 4,000
gallons of this coolant water is
intentionally released into the
environment daily. The NRC’s
recently published generic envi-
ronmental impact statement for
Vermont Yankee (VY concluded
that dwarf wedge mussels, brook
floaters and rattleboxes need not
worry about these releases.

Are Vermont Yankee’s low
level radiation releases a prob-
lem for humans? Could be. In
2005, a National Academy of
Science (NAS) panel issued its
Biological Effects of lonizing
Radiation Report (the BEIR VII
report). It’s conclusion?

“It is unlikely that a thresh-
old exists for the induction of
cancers from low dose ionizing
radiation.” And BEIR VII did
not even consider the synergistic
effects of radiation and any of
the more than 80,000 man-made
chemicals at work in the envi-
ronment. In other words, VY’s
radiation emissions, combined
with thousands of environmental
contaminants, toxins, hormone
disrupters, flame retardants and
dioxins pose the potential for
increased illness down the road.
Radiation induces gene muta-
tion. A single mutation in a sin-
gle gene can ultimately result in
a fatal cancer.

Question: Why is a “safe” dos-
age, an acceptable dosage, based
upon the “standard man” crite-
rion, i.e. a healthy 30-something,
150-pound male; when fetuses,
infants, children, and the elderly
are many times more vulnerable
to the effects of radiation? An-
other question: Why is the de-
bate about external dosages (e.g.
fenceline radiation monitoring)
when internal dosage (from in-
haling or ingesting radioactive
isotopes) is, by far, the more
damaging?

The health effects of Vermont
Yankee’s routine releases of
“low level” radiation are most
certainly greater than ENVY or

the NRC care to acknowledge.
Fortunately for them and unfor-
tunately for us downwinders,
VY’s radiation isn’t detectable
by sight, touch, taste, or smell. A
cover-up of the truth is relative-
ly easy. There are profits to be
made. There is a surge in nuclear
power to be championed (alleg-
edly to counteract global warm-
ing). But if the nuclear industry
were held liable for its cancer-
causing “safe, clean, and green”
releases of low level radiation, it
would soon be out of business.

We need a thorough and honest
accounting from the NRC, Enter-
gy, and the Vermont Department
of Health of all the low level ra-
diological isotopes emitted both
routinely and accidentally from
VY. Name them all. The gamma,
alpha, and beta emitters, the nu-
etrons, particulates, fission prod-
ucts, and noble gases.

Tell us their radiological half-
lives. Spell out their specific ef-
fects on bodily organs. Explain
what risks of disease and death
we incur by living here. No
whitewashing please. We have a
right to know. You lavished this
courtesy on the dwarf wedge-
mussel, now it’s our turn.

Bill Pearson
Brattleboro

Impeachment is a

Vermont issue

House Speaker Gaye Sym-
ington’s recent statement on the
impeachment issue, states her
belief that the state Legislature,
“needs to stay focused on where
we can have the most direct im-
pact on the quality of Vermont-
ers’ lives.” (Vermont Guardian,
March 23)

Symington names issues of
greatest import to Vermonters,
such as affordable health care,
Vermont’s energy future, and
our rural economy.

I offer the following from the
National Priorities Project, a
non-partisan and non-profit or-
ganization) which has organized
state-by-state calculations of
what the costs of war are: Ver-
mont has spent $663.2 million.
So far. Vermont’s Medicare and
Medicaid costs will soar due
to billion-dollar cuts achieved
by changing eligibility require-
ments. So, Ms. Speaker, there
goes “affordable health care.”

Visit www.nationalpriorities.
org to learn more of what Ver-
monters’ costs of war are and
will be if it continues.

It’s fair to ask, what has any
of this to do with the impeach-
ment resolution and Symington?
Answer: As long as the Bush/
Cheney administration contin-

ues, the Iraq War will continue
and likely widen to include Iran,
and will destroy our nation’s
economic solvency.

Vermont’s citizens will be
victims of failing governmental
functions, in every town, vil-
lage and gore, even more acute-
ly than we are today.

Ms. Symington’s statement
says it’s not, “appropriate for
the Vermont legislature to ini-
tiate an impeachment process.”
No one is asking Vermont’s
Legislature to do that.

But the majority of Vermont-
ers are in favor of the impeach-
ment process beginning in the
U.S. House of Representatives.
That’s what we want our legisla-
tors to support.

Listen to the people, Ms.
Symington. Read your Constitu-
tion. We the people will not be
silenced.

Peggy Sapphire
Craftsbury

Watch out for
oilcrats

Professor S. Fred Singer’s
anti-ecological activities qualify
him to lifetime membership in
the flat earth society (Vermont
Guardian, March 27).

The Vermont Guardian should
obtain and publish the list of the
international oil and coal com-
panies who finance him, and
show how little they pay Singer
to delay action against global
warming contributed by fossil
fuels. It is the only valid evi-
dence in the causation of global
warming. There probably are
additional “cosmic” factors, but
since they are not under human
control, we must control the
factors we can control. Texas
was going to build 13 coal-fired
mega power plants and men
cleaner than Singer stopped
it. If Pres. George W. “Pinoc-
chio” Bush was not an oilcrat,
we could join and redesign the
Kyoto Protocol to cover newly
developed countries like China
and India.

If memory serves, the Guard-
ian had an exposé that Exxon
Mobil was financing global
warming critics. A corporation
that is still appealing the Exxon
Valdez disaster after 20 years
while victims are dying off
would gladly exterminate man-
kind for a profit. When the oil-
crats time comes, they will buy
a rope manufacturing subsidiary
so they can bid on supplying the
rope.

Peter D. Moss
Fairfax
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