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n the grand scheme of things, Vermont takes up
a fraction of the Earth’s surface, and its contri-
butions to greenhouse gas emissions are puny.
But, that isn’t stopping many from thinking that
Vermont may hold a key to solving some of the key
environmental challenges related to climate change.

That is part of the reason that Gov. Jim Douglas is
leading a trade mission to China, an emerging mar-
ketplace for environmental engineering and clean
technology firms — two cornerstones of Douglas’
job growth program — and has empanelled a com-
mission to come up with ways to reduce Vermont’s
greenhouse gas contributions.

And, it’s a leadership stance that Vermont’s lone
congressman — Rep. Peter Welch, D-VT — hopes
to channel to Washington.

“What we’ve seen here in the state of Vermont

is that Vermont is taking a leadership role in clean
energy, and it’s doing it I think because of our com-
mon sense approach to solving problems and a will-
ingness to face them along with our long-standing
commitment to the environment,” said Welch during
a stop April 2 at Draker Solar, a Burlington-based
solar technology firm.

Welch this week is touring the state visiting busi-
nesses, public schools, and communities that are tak-
ing on the challenge to combat climate change, and
offering new products, and approaches, to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

“If we retain our leadership role we will be able to
create jobs here in Vermont, and that is what needs
to be replicated across this country,” said Welch. “If
we take on the challenge of global warming, we can
create a pro-growth, pro-jobs, pro-national security
policy for the country. We have to do this to create
jobs for the 21st century and so we’re not fighting
wars in the Middle East over foreign oil.”

continued on page 11
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Douglas wooed by
top GOP candidates

By Shay Totten

Vermont Guardian

MONTPELIER — If the
GOP primary had been held on
Town Meeting Day, Vermont-
ers would have thrown their
support to former New York
Mayor Rudolph Guiliani.

According to the annual
survey conducted by Sen. Bill
Doyle, R-Washington, of those
surveyed, 1,029, or 42 per-
cent of Republicans, picked
Guiliani. Second was Sen.
John McCain, R-AZ, with 965
votes, or 40 percent, followed
by former Massachusetts Gov.
Mitt Romney with 448 votes,

or 18 percent.

On the Democratic side,
Sen. Barak Obama, D-IL, re-
ceived the highest tally of
2,053 votes, or 47 percent, fol-
lowed by Sen. Hillary Clinton,
D-NY, with 1,451 votes, or 33
percent, and former Sen. John
Edwards, D-NC, with 889
votes, or 20 percent.

However, the top Republi-
can in Vermont has yet to make
public who he might support
in 2008. And, according to a
spokesman for Gov. Jim Doug-
las, he thinks the whole prima-
ry process is getting much too
early a start.

“He’s certainly been court-

continued on page 9

Mariboro pioneers
sustainability degrees

By Christian Avard

Vermont Guardian

BRATTLEBORO — Sooner
or later many — if not all — me-
dium to large-scale businesses
in have to face the critical issues
of our time: global warming, de-
mand for energy, corporate ac-
countability, globalization, and
sustainability.

Some believe that all mas-
ters in business administration
(MBA) programs will need to
infuse multiple bottom-line ap-
proaches to effectively respond
to the Earth’s growing demands,
as well as the demands consum-
ers and the marketplace place

upon businesses.

The Marlboro Grad Center in
Brattleboro is in the preliminary
stages of developing a unique
MBA program to deal with these
particular issues.

Along with Antioch College
of New England, Marlboro Grad
Center will be offering a pro-
gram many hope to be in high
demand.

Many in Vermont are bank-
ing upon the growth of clean
technology, environmental, and
energy companies as a way to
stabilize, and perhaps grow, the
state’s economy in the coming
decades.

The Vermont Guardian sat

continued on page 10
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A wiried of lectuines presented by the Dammum pos Civee Escacisss

A Citizens Army

by Major General Michael D. Dubie,
Adjutant General of the State of Vermont
April 11 = 6:30-8 p.m.

Burlington College

General Dubie will pul in
historical perspective the |
significance of a cilizen soldier's
army in modern warfare and
‘the current parlicipation of
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down with Ralph Meima, director
of “Managing for Social Respon-
sibility” MBA program who gave
us his perspective on sustainabil-
ity, management, and Vermont’s
role in it.

VG: Tell us about the signifi-
cance of the new MBA program.
How did it get started and why
was 1t established?

RM: I was invited to take part
in a focus group with some people
who had some insight into man-
agement, education, and sustain-
ability and what we understood
was there were a couple different
needs that came together. First of
all, the Marlboro College Gradu-
ate Center has excess capacity
of space for more graduate pro-
grams to bring in more students,
create more activity, improve the
bottom line, and further the over-
all mission. Through some of the
contacts of Bart Goodwin, chair-
man of the Board of Trustees, in-
fluences came in that suggested
maybe some kind of green MBA
or sustainability would be the
way to go.

VG: A findamental compo-
nent of the MBA is the “Vermont
Approach.” Why is this signifi-
cant and how does it apply to Ver-
mont?

RM: Vermont has a lot of very
interesting and successful small
and medium-sized businesses
which have taken key aspects of
sustainability to heart either in
how they operate (such as how
they treat their employees or how
they interact with the communi-
ty) or the goods and services they
sell. Out of that has grown the
whole Vermont Businesses for
Social Responsibility (VBSR),
which now has about 650-700
members, somewhere between
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Ralph Meima talks to students at Marlboro College.
photo by Christian Avard

12-15 percent of the entire state
workforce. These companies
and the VBSR as a whole rep-
resent the model of doing busi-
ness, which is relatively unique
in the United States. What’s most
unique is that the individual com-
panies are worth paying atten-
tion to — whether it be Seventh
Generation or Green Mountain
Coffee Roasters — they’re not
just sort of individually interest-
ing instances. Here we’re talk-
ing about a business cluster that
works together and that’s an in-
teresting community for us to put
students in touch with.

But the other direction has to
do that Vermont needs inputs
of technology and investment
and ideas that are going to help
[the state] deal with a lot of so-
cial, environmental, and energy
trends. Then there’s the over-
all issue of global competition.
Even though Vermont’s economy
is relatively strong in a national
sense, Vermont businesses al-
ways need more ideas in new in-
vestment and links to the world.
Vermont relies heavily on inter-
national trade. An entire fifth of
Vermont’s gross domestic prod-
uct is reliant among product ex-
ports. As an MBA with an inter-
national component and a global
perspective people coming in
from elsewhere we will become
one more conduit and [hopefully
will be] a particular interest in the
southeastern part of the state for
ideas and people and technology
and things to enhance our global
competitiveness.

VG: How will the goals of this
program be implemented?

RM: The courses will look at
what sustainability means in its
social, environmental aspects,
and what the history of thought
is around sustainability and what
kinds of models have been pro-
posed. There is a sequence of
courses based on systems think-
ing, looking at water, energy,
food, and other courses will pro-

vide depth in other areas as well
[such as local and regional sus-
tainability issues]. This runs for
nearly 20 months for the first year
and our students will have direct
access to people starting carbon
funds, livable wages, downtown
revitalization, etc. through direct
contact in our intensive program.
I think we can genuinely offer
that in the same way that getting
an MBA at Stanford could get
you tapped into a place like Sili-
con Valley.

VG: Where is the MBA pro-
gram now and what lies ahead?

RM: We’re still in the infant
stages and right now we’re talking
about what our expectations are
and what’s reasonable to expect.
The curriculum is being refined
and the Bainbridge Institute has
helped us out a great deal. We’ve
gone out there to see how things
are done and they’ve also visited
us here in Brattleboro. What lies
ahead is we need to reach our goal
of 15 to 20 students in the first
year and by the time June comes
we can consolidate all the admin-
istrative routines worked out [and
maybe be ready for fall]. A lot of
it is already here but we still have
more to work on.

This is not going to be a pro-
gram that is designed to be large
corporately-oriented or entrepre-
neurally-oriented but taken as a
whole, I think in the curriculum
will have a balanced attention to
the world of established corpora-
tions, the entrepreneurial world,
or enterprises. But our overall fla-
vor is going to be strongly influ-
enced by small and medium-sized
companies because that kind of
company so dominates the busi-
ness landscape around here. i}

For more information on “Man-
aging for Sustainability” or other
Marlboro Grad Center programs
contact Ralph Meima or Kevin
Bell at 258-9200, or www.mba.
marlboro.edu.
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Taking the lead

That leadership role has been
taken up this year on a number of
fronts. Gov. Douglas is continu-
ing his role as a leader among the
regional governors and Canadian
premiers on ways to curb green-
house gas emissions, and the Leg-
islature took several weeks at the
beginning of the session to focus
on global warming.

From these efforts, have
stemmed a wide-reaching energy
bill that would expand energy ef-
ficiency programs to non-electri-
cal fuel sources — namely natural
gas and home heating fuels. The
Department of Public Service be-
lieves that consumers would save
$468 million if they invested $150
million in home heating efficiency
in the next decade.

Another group that has quietly
been working on a series of pro-
posals that could set new stan-
dards for how states lower their
greenhouse gas emissions is the
Governor’s Climate Change Com-
mission (GCCC).

The five-member commission,
which hosts larger plenary ses-
sions that include dozens of envi-
ronmental, business, and academic
leaders from around Vermont, is
scheduled to release its formal
findings in the fall.

But, the group recently issued
seven ‘“consensus”’ items to the
Legislature, a list developed upon
request from lawmakers who
wanted to make sure the GCCC
had some input into potential leg-
islation.

“The consensus document was
in response to a meeting with
Peter Shumlin and Gaye Sym-
ington,” said Ernie Pomerleau, a
Burlington-based real estate de-
veloper who chairs the GCCC.
“They know we have been work-
ing pretty diligently in the last 12
months to get this thing through,
but it’s also clear the Legislature
had taken this up as one of their
primary initiatives this session.
We knew that we could not up our
timeline, but we could offer them
a bunch of things that we could all
agree on.”

Those agreed-upon items in-
clude:

* Further develop greenhouse
gas emissions inventories and be-
gin to forecast emissions;

* Develop a greenhouse gas re-
porting program;

* Establish a greenhouse gas re-
duction registry;

* Conduct public education and
outreach; and,

* Create an adaptation commis-
sion.

The latter, adaptation, would
have the state “develop a plan to

manage the projected impacts of
global warming while broader
mitigation efforts to lower atmo-
spheric concentrations world-wide
are being developed and imple-
mented” since some global warm-
ing is likely to occur. The GCCC
believes a committee could be es-
tablished to develop plans.

The GCCC also suggested that
it and the Legislature join forces to
create a summer study committee,
plan and convene a high-profile
symposium on climate change,
and initiate a challenge to Ver-
mont’s colleges and universities
to “identify, target, and educate
students regarding technology and
policy leadership opportunities
that will be created in the course of
a changing climate and society’s
responses to it.”

Committee members, and those
participating in the larger plenary
sessions, agree the consensus doc-
ument adds little to the legislative
debate, though it may offer some
support to collecting more base-
line data about greenhouse emis-
sions in Vermont.

“That document has been left
behind in the dust by both the
House and the Senate,” said Sen.
Ginny Lyons, D-Chitttenden,
chairwoman of the Senate Natu-
ral Resources Committee. Lyons,
who does participate in the larger
plenary group, said the GCCC’s
work is useful, but she hopes the
state can move more quickly in or-
der to have an impact.

“We have to move very fast on
this issue whether we’re acclimat-
ing to climate change or stopping
it from happening so fast,” said
Lyons. That means perhaps being
more aggressive at first and taking
some risks to cut down carbon di-
oxide emissions.

“We already know that about
46 percent comes from housing
and buildings, and 51 percent is
from transportation and doing an
inventory might make sense if its
on the individual level so people
can see what it is they are person-
ally contributing and how they are
contributing,” said Lyons, who be-
lieves the state should expand en-
ergy efficiency programs to home
heating.

Lyons, like Rep. Robert Dostis,
D-Waterbury, chairman of the
House Natural Resources Com-
mittee, believe Vermont may be
nearing the end of the “low-hang-
ing fruit” in terms of energy sav-
ings.

“We may already be at the arm’s
reach fruit, and the next ones are
going to be really hard to get and
we need to have those conversa-
tions quickly,” she said.

That said, Lyons and others are
very keen on what will come next

from the commission.

“There isn’t much in the con-
sensus document in terms of policy
direction because the governor’s
commission has until the Septem-
ber report to issue its concrete pol-
icy directions,” said James Moore,
the clean energy advocate of the
Vermont Public Interest Research
Group in Montpelier, and a mem-
ber of the larger plenary group.
“The rubber meets the road in the
next few months when the plenary
group will be voting on which pro-
posal should be recommended to
the governor.

Commission member Elizabeth
Courtney, the executive director
of the Vermont Natural Resources
Council, agrees that the hard work
lies ahead. But, she also thinks the
consensus ideas aren’t throwaway
ones.

Courtney sees the public educa-
tion component as one that could
be highly effective in Vermont,
given there are number of citi-
zen groups already at work in the
state.

“I think we should help connect
this network of citizen action that is
already taking place and arguably
way ahead of the administration
and this commission and the Leg-
islature,” said Courtney. “Citizen
groups have been taking the bull
by the horns for years and forming
energy committees on a local level
and even a personal level.”

She envisions as part of the
public outreach a website that can
serve as hub to connect the dozens
of local energy committees around
the state.

Items such as the emissions
inventory is something that is al-
ready being done, but forecasting
is not and she hopes the Legisla-
ture could encourage the adminis-
tration to follow through with the
suggestion.

The reporting program is also in
the works, but she adds, every bit
of encouragement helps.

In the coming months, the
GCCC will work with its team of
consultants and volunteer mem-
bers to determine which of the
remaining 38 ideas make sense in
Vermont.

“We have 38 initiatives on the
table and are now looking at them
with the scientists to determine
how much carbon does each of
these save, what does it cost and
what’s its impact to the commu-
nity,” said Pomerleau. “It took us
a while to distill 150 initiatives to
about 40, but it’s been a good pro-
cess.”

The group, which was formed
in September, has had “cordial and
spirited” discussions, and Pomer-
leau said he has worked hard to
keep everyone at the table, and has
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not allowed the discussion to de-
volve into whether global warm-
ing is happening, but to focus on
ways Vermont can reduce green-
house gas emissions, all of which
are pollutants, and have some neg-
ative impact on the environment.

“I cannot tell you exactly how
the fast seas are rising or how
quickly the polar caps are melting
and I’ve been very careful not to
get into that debate and rather fo-
cus on the issues that we do have
control over,” said Pomerleau.

The plenary groups are working
on three major areas — agricul-
ture, energy, and transportation.

According to Pomerleau some
of the most engaged activity is
happening around agriculture,
which offers options including:

 Increase to 30 percent the
amount of food bought in Vermont
that is grown and produced in Ver-
mont;

* Slow the rate of farmland be-
ing converted to development, and
slow the rate of forested land being
converted out of working use;

* Boost liquid biofuels produc-
tion to 50 million gallons annually
by 2028, or 20 percent of total de-
mand, and ethanol production to
50 million gallons, or 15 percent
of the demand; and,

* Improve nutrient management
programs on farms, and help farms
either compost, or digest, animal
manure and use for other purposes
— such as power production.

The commission is also looking
at a wide range of other options,
including ways to get more peo-
ple to carpool, or use alternative
forms of transportation to get to
work other than driving in a car by
themselves. Vehicle emissions are
the single largest source of green-
house gases in Vermont.

It is also looking at ways to de-
termine what is the best fuel mix
for Vermont in the future — is it

wind, hydro, biomass, or nuclear,
or a mix of all four. One proposal
being examined would determine
if Vermont’s utilities should estab-
lish contracts with nuclear power
plants other than Vermont Yankee
as a way to reduce the amount of
greenhouse gases that the state’s
fuel source emits.

They are also looking to see
how best to promote cleaner tech-
nologies for electricity and heat
to consumers, and if it’s feasible
to expand energy efficiency pro-
grams to home heating fuels.

Are you
concerned about

wil o
Are you thinking it might be
time to stop? UVM is

conducting a new research
study offering FREE treatment
for adults with concerns about
their alcohol use. If you or
someone you know is having
problems with drinking, this
new program may be exactly
what you need.

For information and appoint-
ments, contact the Health
Behavior Research Center

847-CALL (2255).
All inquires confidential.

Compensation provided for
time and travel.
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vermont 1s book cou ntrg

14th Annual SPring Book Fair
Sundag APril 15,10 -4
Sheraton Hotel, Burlington

browse among our booksellers and sl‘nops at:
www.vermontisbookcountry.com




